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Views on climate change are often either pessimistic or optimistic. But it is not 
constructive to divide the world into pessimists and optimists. There is a third way, 
one of hope, to deal with radical uncertainty in the context of climate change. This 
book develops a response to climate change based on hope, derived from the work 
of the late Jonathan Sacks, leading British public intellectual and Chief Rabbi.  
 Standing in a long tradition, Sacks highlights an articulated and proven 
understanding of hope, based on the ancient narrative of the Exodus. Hope then 
is neither about (half-fearful) expectations, nor about certainty about the future. 
Hope appears to be a realistic journey of taking courageous and practical steps 
together and thereby gradually becoming aware that there is something new and 
liberating possible in the midst of radical uncertainty. 
 Sacks’ understanding of hope demands not simply copying truths of 
generations before us. Hope needs to be born again and again in every time and 
generation. This book develops the concept of hope in a conversation between 
theology and economics. The conversation shows that hope is not contrary to 
contemporary economic insights, but remarkably compatible with them. Working 
together on climate change allows hope to be born again.

Jan Jorrit Hasselaar is theologian and economist. He 
coordinates the Amsterdam Centre for Religion and 
Sustainable Development at the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam.
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